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(h) Each fire suppression system
shall be tested and maintained in ac-
cordance with the manufacturer’s rec-
ommended inspection and maintenance
program and as required by the nation-
ally recognized independent testing
laboratory listing or approval, and be
visually inspected at least once each
week by a person trained to make such
inspections.

(i) Recordkeeping. Persons performing
inspections and tests of fire suppres-
sion systems under paragraph (h) shall
record when a fire suppression system
does not meet the installation or main-
tenance requirements of this section.

(1) The record shall include the facil-
ity whose fire suppression system did
not meet the installation or mainte-
nance requirements of this section, the
defect found, and the corrective action
taken.

(2) Records are to be kept manually
in a secure manner not susceptible to
alteration or recorded electronically in
a secured computer system that is not
susceptible to alteration.

(3) Records shall be maintained at a
surface location at the mine for one
year and made available for inspection
by an authorized representative of the
Secretary and miners’ representatives.

(j) All miners normally assigned to
the active workings of the mine shall
be instructed about the hazards inher-
ent to the operation of the fire suppres-
sion systems and, where appropriate,
the safeguards available for each sys-
tem.

§ 75.1913 Starting aids.
(a) Volatile fuel starting aids shall be

used in accordance with recommenda-
tions provided by the starting aid man-
ufacturer, the engine manufacturer,
and the machine manufacturer.

(b) Containers of volatile fuel start-
ing aids shall be conspicuously marked
to indicate the contents. When not in
use, containers of volatile fuel starting
aids shall be stored in metal enclosures
that are used only for storage of start-
ing aids. Such metal enclosures must
be conspicuously marked, secured, and
protected from damage.

(c) Volatile fuel starting aids shall
not be:

(1) Taken into or used in areas where
permissible equipment is required;

(2) Used in the presence of open
flames or burning flame safety lamps,
or when welding or cutting is taking
place; or

(3) Used in any area where 1.0 percent
or greater concentration of methane is
present.

(d) Compressed oxygen or compressed
flammable gases shall not be connected
to diesel air-start systems.

§ 75.1914 Maintenance of diesel-pow-
ered equipment.

(a) Diesel-powered equipment shall
be maintained in approved and safe
condition or removed from service.

(b) Maintenance and repairs of ap-
proved features and those features re-
quired by §§ 75.1909 and 75.1910 on diesel-
powered equipment shall be made only
by a person qualified under § 75.1915.

(c) The water scrubber system on die-
sel-powered equipment shall be drained
and flushed, by a person who is trained
to perform this task, at least once on
each shift in which the equipment is
operated.

(d) The intake air filter on diesel-
powered equipment shall be replaced or
serviced, by a person who is trained to
perform this task, when the intake air
pressure drop device so indicates or
when the engine manufacturer’s max-
imum allowable air pressure drop level
is exceeded.

(e) Mobile diesel-powered equipment
that is to be used during a shift shall
be visually examined by the equipment
operator before being placed in oper-
ation. Equipment defects affecting
safety shall be reported promptly to
the mine operator.

(f) All diesel-powered equipment
shall be examined and tested weekly by
a person qualified under § 75.1915.

(1) Examinations and tests shall be
conducted in accordance with approved
checklists and manufacturers’ mainte-
nance manuals.

(2) Persons performing weekly exami-
nations and tests of diesel-powered
equipment under this paragraph shall
make a record when the equipment is
not in approved or safe condition. The
record shall include the equipment
that is not in approved or safe condi-
tion, the defect found, and the correc-
tive action taken.
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(g) Undiluted exhaust emissions of
diesel engines in diesel-powered equip-
ment approved under part 36 and
heavy-duty nonpermissible diesel-pow-
ered equipment as defined in § 75.1908(a)
in use in underground coal mines shall
be tested and evaluated weekly by a
person who is trained to perform this
task. The mine operator shall develop
and implement written standard oper-
ating procedures for such testing and
evaluation that specify the following:

(1) The method of achieving a repeat-
able loaded engine operating condition
for each type of equipment;

(2) Sampling and analytical methods
(including calibration of instrumenta-
tion) that are capable of accurately de-
tecting carbon monoxide in the ex-
pected concentrations;

(3) The method of evaluation and in-
terpretation of the results;

(4) The concentration or changes in
concentration of carbon monoxide that
will indicate a change in engine per-
formance. Carbon monoxide concentra-
tion shall not exceed 2500 parts per mil-
lion; and

(5) The maintenance of records nec-
essary to track engine performance.

(h) Recordkeeping. Records required
by paragraphs (f)(2) and (g)(5) shall be—

(1) Recorded in a secure book that is
not susceptible to alteration, or re-
corded electronically in a computer
system that is secure and not suscep-
tible to alteration; and

(2) Retained at a surface location at
the mine for at least 1 year and made
available for inspection by an author-
ized representative of the Secretary
and by miners’ representatives.

(i) Diesel-powered equipment must be
maintained in accordance with this
part as of November 25, 1997.

§ 75.1915 Training and qualification of
persons working on diesel-powered
equipment.

(a) To be qualified to perform main-
tenance, repairs, examinations and
tests on diesel-powered equipment, as
required by § 75.1914, a person must suc-
cessfully complete a training and qual-
ification program that meets the re-
quirements of this section. A person
qualified to perform these tasks shall
be retrained as necessary to maintain
the ability to perform all assigned die-

sel-powered equipment maintenance,
repairs, examinations and tests.

(b) A training and qualification pro-
gram under this section must:

(1) Be presented by a competent in-
structor;

(2) Be sufficient to prepare or update
a person’s ability to perform all as-
signed tasks with respect to diesel-
powered equipment maintenance, re-
pairs, examinations and tests;

(3) Address, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing:

(i) The requirements of subpart T of
this part;

(ii) Use of appropriate power package
or machine checklists to conduct tests
to ensure that diesel-powered equip-
ment is in approved and safe condition,
with acceptable emission levels;

(iii) Proper maintenance of approved
features and the correct use of the ap-
propriate maintenance manuals, in-
cluding machine adjustments, service,
and assembly;

(iv) Diesel-powered equipment fire
suppression system tests and mainte-
nance;

(v) Fire and ignition sources and
their control or elimination, including
cleaning of the equipment;

(vi) Safe fueling procedures and
maintenance of the fuel system of the
equipment; and

(vii) Intake air system maintenance
and tests.

(4) Include an examination that re-
quires demonstration of the ability to
perform all assigned tasks with respect
to diesel-powered equipment mainte-
nance, repairs, examinations and tests;
and

(5) Be in writing. The written pro-
gram shall include a description of the
course content, materials, and teach-
ing methods for initial training and re-
training.

(c) Recordkeeping. The operator shall
maintain a copy of the training and
qualification program required by this
section and a record of the names of all
persons qualified under the program.

(1) The record of the names of quali-
fied persons shall be made in a manner
that is not susceptible to alteration, or
recorded electronically in a computer
system that is secure and not suscep-
tible to alteration.
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